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Title: Catch Them Before They Fall: Identification and
Assessment to Prevent Reading Failure in Young Children

Abstract: Early identification is crucial when it comes to helping
children who are having trouble learning to read. This seminal
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article by Joseph Torgesen explains the assessment process and
reviews the more commonly used assessment tools.

e Assumptions about reading, reading growth, and reading
failure

e Elements of an effective preventive program in reading

e How accurate are currently available early identification
procedures?

e How should phonemic awareness be assessed?

e The measurement of letter knowledge

e Is it necessary for a test to be nationally standardized for it
to be useful in early identification?

e Monitoring growth in early reading skills

e Commonly used diagnostic measures of word reading ability

One of the most compelling findings from recent reading research
is that children who get off to a poor start in reading rarely catch
up. As several studies have now documented, the poor first-grade
reader almost invariably continues to be a poor reader. And the
consequences of a slow start in reading become monumental as
they accumulate exponentially over time. These consequences
range from negative attitudes toward reading, to reduced
opportunities for vocabulary growth, to missed opportunities for
development of reading comprehension strategies to less actual
practice in reading than other children receive. The best solution to
the problem of reading failure is to allocate resources for early
identification and prevention.

Keywords: Intervention and Prevention; Identification and
Assessment; Reading Failure, Young Children
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