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Abstract

The Decree-Law 54/2018 combined with Ordinance 223-A / 2018 - Article 33 regulates
the inclusion of gifted students in Portuguese schools. This study aims to investigate primary
school teachers™ perceptions of giftedness and their experiences of working with gifted
children in their regular classes. This is an exploratory study with 13 teachers and the data
were collected through semi-structured interviews. Our participants tended to represent
giftedness with an emphasis on the intellectual traits of gifted learners and to adjust their
pedagogical approach accordingly. Their assessment practices focused essentially on
product-oriented approaches instead of process-oriented approaches. Our findings suggest
that there is still a long way to go, especially in terms of formal teacher training, to tailor
teaching to the needs and characteristics of gifted learners.

Keywords: traits of giftedness, gifted children education, primary school teachers,
curriculum adaptations
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