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Abstract: The present study aims to discuss the state of the art
inherent in pedagogical-didactic research on the education of gifted
students. To this end, a systematic review of scientific texts
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published between 2011 and 2021 was carried out. The present
article is organized as follows: introduction to the topic; definition of
the objectives, research questions, and methodological protocol;
selection, evaluation, and synthesis of the abstract studies;
discussion and evaluation of the results; and conclusions.
Multiple tools for identifying the gifted students (for use by
psychologists, pedagogists, educators, and teachers) emerge from
the findings of the present study. The texts highlight numerous
instructional and educational programming models for gifted
students in all school grades. The main model is the SEM—
(Schoolwide Enrichment Model). The present review shows a
conspicuous production on gifted education, with the predominance
of recently published articles (indicative of vivid interest in the topic)
and of American origin. This geographic predominance, which does
not cover the European and eastern parts of the world, may depend
on the fact that the databases used [Scopus and Web of Science
(WoS)] select results based on the use of English. This review
reveals gaps and emerging trends in gifted education research,
suggesting possibilities and future perspectives.

KEYWORDS: giftedness, gifted education, special educational
needs, educational models, systematic literature review
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7 Mormando (2019). Altissimo potenziale intellettivo. Strategie didattico-
educative e percorsi di sviluppo dall’infanzia all’eta adulta. Trento: Erickson.
p. 55.
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8 Zanetti (2017). Bambini e ragazzi ad alto potenziale. Roma, Carocci Faber,
pp. 22-23.

9 Zanetti (2017). Bambini e ragazzi ad alto potenziale. Roma, Carocci Faber,
pp. 99.

10 Silverman (2005). INTENSITIVE! Intensities and sensitivities of the gifted.
Social and emotional needs of gifted children. Hobart, Tasmania, Australia:
Tasmanian Association for the Gifted, p. 11.
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11 Pinnelli (2019). Plusdotazione e scuola inclusiva. Modelli, percorsi e
strategie di intervento. Lecce-Brescia: Pensa MultiMedia, pp. 21-22.

12 Sartori and Cinque (2019). Gifted. Conoscere e valorizzare i giovani
plusdotati e di talento dentro e fuori la scuola. Roma: Magi. p. 159.

13 Sartori and Cinque (2019). Gifted. Conoscere e valorizzare i giovani
plusdotati e di talento dentro e fuori la scuola. Roma: Magi, 160-161.
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